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was a fun 
person to be 
around. 
TOOK ONE LOOK AT A 
BURGUNDY-COLORED 
BOOK IN THE SEAT POCKET 
IN FRONT OF ME.
I was bored, and we hadn’t 
even left on our trip to Andrews 
University. Not having anything 
better to do, I picked up the book 
and started reading. “Not bad,” I 
thought to myself. Later I looked 
to see who the author was. Ellen 
White. I was surprised because I 
didn’t think a 12-year-old kid like 
me could actually read her writings. 
I thought they were just for adults.
I had heard my mom mention 
Ellen White before we became 
Seventh-day Adventists. She later 
told me that Ellen White seemed 
like a good author who wrote about 
the life of Christ, but a neighbor 
friend told us that she was a cult 
prophet. My mom quickly threw all 
her Ellen White books in the trash.
But since then, we had Bible 
studies with an Adventist pastor 
who helped my family understand 
who Ellen White was. I hadn’t 
really thought about the issue 
much. After all, I was just a kid. But 
now I was determined to fi nd out 
for myself, and by reading The Great 
Controversy I thought I might just 
fi nd out what she was like.
I found The Great Controversy
story heart-gripping. I would later 
attribute my love for church history 
to having read this book. But I 
wasn’t going to just read the book. 
I discovered upon our arrival at 
Andrews University that there was 
a branch offi ce of the Ellen G. White 
Estate there where I could fi nd out 
more about this supposed prophet.
What did I discover? I 
discovered a person in love with 
Jesus. I read interviews about 
people who actually knew Ellen 
White. I listened to tapes and 
heard stories. Some of my favorite 
stories revolved around what 
Ellen White would do on Sabbath 
afternoons. The highlight for Ellen 
White’s grandchildren was going 
to spend time together as a family 
on Sabbath afternoons. I was a 
little bit more surprised (but not 
as surprised as some of my friends 
who had grown up Adventists) to 
discover that Ellen White was a fun 
person to be around. Ellen White 
had a ball fi eld in the back of her 
property at Elmshaven1 for children 
to play at. The children plotted 
ways to avoid her secretary so 
that they might sneak up the back 

















 the Word 
of God.
staircase to visit with Ellen White. 
The children around Elmshaven 
loved her.
But I almost didn’t discover 
Ellen White to be that way. Before 
leaving on our family vacation to 
Andrews, some well-intentioned 
folks in my local church had just 
hammered Ellen White quotes on 
me. I was rebuked for not singing 
every stanza of each hymn I had led 
out in during song service.2 I was 
hurt. I started to think that Ellen 
White was just a weapon to enforce 
supposed standards in the church. I 
soon discovered that most of those 
people didn’t really know Ellen 
White and probably hadn’t read 
as much of her writings as they 
claimed to have read. If they had, I 
think they would have discovered a 
much more balanced view of life.
Set in the nineteenth-century 
environment in which she lived, are 
her writings still relevant today? I 
believe that more than ever, Ellen 
White’s writings are relevant today. 
Here are four reasons:
 I believe Ellen White is relevant 
because of her Christ-centered 
focus on life.  It’s not hard to see 
that. Just pick up a copy of The 
Desire of Ages or Steps to Christ. I 
suspect that most Adventists at 
least have access to these books 
in their local church libraries. 
If you haven’t read Ellen White 
before, I would recommend 
reading either of these two 
books. More than anything else, 
Ellen White sought to uplift 
Jesus, and these are her two 
most Christ-centered works. 
In fact, Ellen White’s last words 
were: “I know in whom I have 
believed.” Furthermore, in 
Ellen White’s life she sought to 
model what it is like to have a 
relationship with the Savior.
 Ellen White is relevant because her 
writings are a balancing factor in the 
church today.  She was a balanced 
person in her approaches to 
lifestyle and theology. She 
likewise practiced what she 
preached. She didn’t have time 
for abstract theology that had 
no correlation to the life of 
ordinary Christians.
 Ellen White is relevant because she 
uplifted the Word of God.  Ellen 
White’s writings didn’t become 
a new creed for the church. In 
fact, when faced with doctrinal 
turmoil in the church, she urged 
church leadership to study 
their Bibles, not her writings 
(I am thinking in particular 
of the controversy over the 
term “daily” from the book 
of Daniel). In Ellen White’s 
last public presentation to the 
General Conference in session, 
she held the Bible outstretched, 
stating: “Brothers and sisters, I 
commend to you this book.”
 Ellen White’s great controversy theme 
helps make sense in our troubled 
world.  Contrary to what many 
people believe, God is not angry 
with us. God is not trying to 
keep us out of heaven. Instead, 
God loves us. And the constant 
fi ght between good and evil that 
we see in the media every day 
is evidence that we live in the 
midst of this struggle between 
Christ and Satan. When bad 
things happen to good people 
we can understand why. We also 
know that Christ wins at the end.
These are just some of the most 
compelling reasons why I fi nd 
Ellen White relevant today. I would 
challenge you to meet Ellen White 
as a person for yourself by reading 
her autobiography Life Sketches. 
Or, if you would like to encounter 
Ellen White’s best Friend, try 
reading her book on the life of 
Christ, The Desire of Ages (or a new 
contemporary adaptation by Jerry 
D. Thomas, Messiah3), or her book 
on the Christian experience, Steps to 
Christ. I would predict that reading 
her writings will draw you closer to 
Jesus—Ellen White’s best Friend.
Michael Campbell is a doctoral 
student at Andrews University who 
is specializing in Adventist church 
history.
1 Elmshaven was Ellen White’s country home 
near St. Helena, California, where she spent the 
last years of her life.
2 I’ve looked for that quotation and have never 
found it. It doesn’t exist. I was rebuked for 
something that doesn’t appear anywhere in 
Ellen White’s writings.
3 All of Ellen White’s books, including Messiah, 
are available at your local Adventist Book 
Center (ABC), or you may order them online at 
www.AdventistBookCenter.com.
